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ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

Legislative History

¸1853 Ohio General Assembly 

authorized construction of ñThe 

Lunatic Asylum Of Ohioò

1̧954 Ohio General Assembly 

established the Department of 

Mental Hygiene and Corrections

1̧963 Congress enacted the 

Community Mental Health Centers 

Act



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

Legislative History

¸1967 HB 648 -- Community MH & MR Act
- òHome Ruleò
- Planning Emphasis
- Oversight of Service Delivery

¸1980 Senate Bill 160
- Separated MH and MR/DD



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

Legislative History Cont.

¸Senate Bill 156 -- Mental Health Act of 
1988

- Unified and integrated the system

- Redistributed 408 funds (from hospitals 
to community)

- Community planning role was   
strengthened

- Consumer representation and input 
were required



Ohio MH Hospital Census
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ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

Legislative History Cont.

¸House Bill 317 -- the creation of ODADAS 

in 1989

- Set up a parallel Alcohol and Drug 

Addiction System

- 10 largest counties could determine if 

they wanted separate or combined 

boards

- Composition of community Board 

members changed



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards
Structure

A̧DAMH, ADAS, CMH

Şingle and Multi County

P̧ublic Body



ADAMH ADAS & CMH Boards

Board Structure

¸18 members who are residents of the 
board area

¸ODMH, ODADAS Directors each appoint 
4 members For ADAMH Bds, and 6 for 
CMH & ADAS Bds.

¸County Commissioners Appoint 10 
members ADAMH Bds. (numbers per 
county determined by county 
population) and 12 for CMH and ADAS 
Bds.



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

Board Structure

M̧embers are appointed for a term 

of four years

Şerve no more than two 

consecutive four year terms

Şerve without compensation, 

except for reimbursement of actual 

and necessary expenses incurred 

in the performance of their official 

duties



ADAMH & CMH Boards MH Appointments

Board Structure

O̧ne member must be a consumer 

of services

O̧ne member must be a parent or 

relative of a consumer of services

O̧ne member must be a Mental 

Health Professional

O̧ne member must be a Psychiatrist 

or Physician 



ADAMH & ADAS  Boards AoD Appointments

Board Structure

O̧ne member of the Board must be 
a professional in the field of 
Addiction

O̧ne member must be an advocate 
for those receiving AoD treatment

O̧ne member must be a present or 
past client of services

O̧ne member must be a parent or 
relative of a client of services



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

ROLE
¸ Local Public Authority

¸ Needs Assessment / Planning

¸ Allocation, Funding, 
Contracting 

¸ Local Levy & Resource 
Generation

¸ Manage Funds

State

Federal

Local

¸ Audit / Compliance 
Monitoring / Evaluation

¸ Administer Medicaid

¸ Civil Commitment

¸ Advocacy

¸ Public Education, Media 
Relations

¸ Inter and Intra System 
Coordinator



Governing Law

Ohio Revised Code 

Chapter 340



ADAMH, ADAS & CMH Boards

O.R.C. 340 Preamble

¸Assure a unified system of care

¸Create a community support system

¸Protect personal liberty / least restrictive 
environment

¸Ensure high quality, cost effective, culturally 
competent services

¸Maintain comprehensive services based on 
local needs ïseverely ill & special population 
priority

¸Ensure services meet minimum standards

¸Require consumer involvement


